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Tarpon Springs and a Dozen Other Communities Celebrate

January brings Epiphany season with ser-
vices not only on the date of the holiday,
Jan. 6, but also for several days after that
when many communities schedule aghi-
asmo services and cross-diving activities
at nearby bodies of water.

As always, for over a century, Tarpon
Springs, Fla., features the largest-attended
celebration in the United States on Jan. 6.
It is presided over by Archbishop Dem-
etrios, who was joined by Metropolitan
Alexios of Atlanta.

Following the Divine Liturgy in St.
Nicholas Cathedral, they led a proces-
sion of priests, choir members, other
congregants and the 65 teen-age boys
who would dive for the cross.

An estimarted 10,000 spectators lined
the banks of Spring Bayou.

Following the brief blessing of the
waters service, 17-year-old Joanna Bociu
released the white dove that symbolizes
the descent of the Holy Spirit at Jesus’
baptism in the Jordan River by St. John
the Baptist.

Metropolitan Alexios did the honors
of tossing the cross into the water and
the 65 boys on the 11 boats scrambled
to retrieve it.

The youth who retrieved the cross,
17-year-old high school senior Pantelis
“Pete” J. Kontodiakos, continued a fam-
ily tradition. His father, John, and two
uncles also captured the cross in 1969,
1973, and 1976.

Later in the day, the parish held a
Glendi in the Spanos-Pappas Community
Center.

On the other side of Florida, and
further to the south, St. Catherine Church
in West Palm Beach hosted 21 parishes
for the South Florida Pan Orthodox
Epiphany Celebration, now in its 11th
year, which takes place the Saturday after
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This year Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta flings the cross high in the air as 65 youths scramble to retrieve it, at the request of Archbishop Demetrios,

who presided over the ceremony.
Epiphany.

More than 700 faithful from Ortho-
dox parishes in South Florida attended
on Jan. 11. Metropolitan Alexios cele-
brated the service in the parish’s Hellenic
Cultural Center.

Participating clergy and parishes

were: Fathers. Antoun Aaraj, Annuncia-
tion Church, North Miami; Robert Archon
and Thomas Newlin, $t. Mark Church,
Boca Raron; Ernest Anastasios Blougou-
ras, retired; Christopher Metropulos and
Spiros Bobotas, St. Demetrios Church, Ft
Lauderdale; Elias Kyprianos Bouboutsis,

Annunciation Church, Ft. Myers; Gregory
Champion, retired; Eudokimos-Martin
Harding, St. Andrew Church, Kendall;
Philip Kontos, St. Peter the Apostle Mis-
sion (OCA), Jupiter; Peter Kyriakos, re-
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(Top left) Earlier in the day, Archbishop Demetrios conducted the Archierarchal Divine Liturgy and

aghiasmos service at St. Nicholas Cathedral. Also taking part were: (from left) Fr. Michael Petrides,
St. George Church, New Port Richey; Fr. John Protopapas, Sts. Raphael, Nicholas and Irene Mission,
Palm Harbor; Archimandrite Fr. Christodoulos Papadeas, elder of St. George Brotherhood, Denver;
Fr.James Rousakis, Holy Trinity, Clearwater and Tampa Bay area vicar; and Archdeacon Panteleimon
Papadopoulos.

(Above) Fellow divers raise Pantelis “Pete” J. Kontodiakos aloft after he successfully retrieved
the cross from Spring Bayou.He and the other divers also received a blessing from Archbishop
Demetrios.

(Left) Participating divers in the annual Tarpon Springs Epiphany celebration, including high
school seniors Pete Kontodiakos and Joanna Bociu, also a senior, who released the dove at the
Spring Bayou ceremony.
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tired (serving St. John Chrysostom Greek
Orthodox Mission, Stuart); Dionysios La-
zarides, St. George Church, Hollywood;
Andrew Maginas, $t. Catherine Church,
West Palm Beach; Stavroforos Mamaies,
St. Sophia Cathedral, Miami; Constantine
Mersinas, St. Katherine Church, Naples;
Alexander Padlo, Sts. Peter and Paul
Church (OCA), Miami; Philip Reese, Or-
thodox Cathedral of Christ the Saviour
(OCA). Miami Lakes; Elia Shalhoub, St.
Mary’s Antiochian Church, West Palm
Beach; Peter Shportun, St. George Ortho-
dox Antiochian Cathedral, Coral Gables;
Konstantine Tsigas, retired (serving St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, Ft.
Pierce); Michael Zaparyniuk, St. Herman
Orthodox Church (OCA), Lake Worth;
Deacon Dr. John Christakis, St. Mark
Church, Boca Raton; Deacon Gustavo, St.
Andrew Church, Kendall; Subdeacon Dr.
Edward Freeman, Annunciation Church,
North Miami.

Also in attendance but not serving:
Frs. Chrysostom Manuel, Constantine
Mitsos, and Alexander Papagikos.

A 50-voice Pan Orthodox choir was
directed by Jackson King, St. George An-
tiochian Cathedral, Coral Gables.

Following the Hierarchal Divine Lit-
urgy the congregarion processed to the
Intracoastal Waterway behind the church.
The Metropolitan blessed the waters and
cast a cross into the Intracoastal Water-

exis
Mays (front) and Fr.Stelios N.Sitaras, pastor,and
(back row) divers Konstantinos Papakostas and
Christos Lavranos.

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.~ Jonathan Sawvides of St.
Sophia Cathedral in Miami retrieved the cross.

Petrides receives a blessing from Fr_John Kue-
hnle at Waikiki Beach.

(Above) VENTURA COUNTY, Calif. - Fr. Gary
Kyriacou prepares to throw the wooden cross
in the harbor for the youth to retrieve.

(Right) LONG BEACH - Metropolitan Gerasimos
of San Francisco pours holy water into this
bay of the Pacific. The cross-diving ceremany
included 11 divers.
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BRIDGEPORT, Conn.- Fr.Recachinas and several parishioners gather on
a beach near the University of Bridgeport to bless Long Island Sound.
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WILMINGTON,N.C.-These teen-agers get ready for the cross
topher Snow, third from right, successfully retrieved the cross.

dive.Chris-

cross, Gregory Lynch.

way. Ten of the youth from the participat-
ing parishes dove for the cross. Jonathan
Savvides of St. Sophia Cathedral in Miami
retrieved the cross.

The congregation returned to the
Hellenic Culrural Center for a festive
luncheon.

Metropolitan Alexios placed this
celebration ar the West Palm Beach par-
ish beginning in 1999. Prior to 1999 the
celebration was held at St. Demetrios in
Fort Lauderdale.

St. Demetrios Church in Daytona
Beach held an Epiphany service Jan. 10
in De Leon Springs, Fla.

New England to Hawaii

Similar cross diving and water bless-
ing events took place in many locations
across the naton.

in Wilmingron. N.C., the Very Rev.
Grigorios P. Tatsis from the Metropolis
of Adanta headquarters, assisted by Fr.
Matthew Carter, pastor of St. Nicholas
Church, celebrated the Blessing of the
Water service with parishioners near
Cape Fear for their Epiphany-water bless-
ing event. Christopher Snow successfully
retrieved the cross.

Tropical and freezing conditions

More than 100 miles from Florida,
in the balmy Bahamas, Fr. Al Demos, the
Archdiocesan vicar, joined parish priest

NASSAU, Bahamas - Fr. Athanasios Demos blesses the retriever of the

i

SAN DIEGO - With the city skyline as the backdrop, Fr. Andrew Scordalakis

throws the cross into the bay.

Fr. Ted Bita for services at Annunciation
Church in Nassau and at the harbor
nearby. Five young pecple participated in
diving for the cross, which was retrieved
by Gregory Lynch.

Fr. Demos also was treated to a fish-
ing excursion. He reported that he caught
nine fish.

More than 1,500 miles to the north,
Fr. Demetrios Recachinas and parishio-
ners of Holy Trinity Church in Bridge-
port, Conn., held the Blessing of Long
Island Sound on Jan. 6 near the Uni-
versity of Bridgeport campus after the
Divine Liturgy and Agiasmos service at
the church.

The ceremony was well attended in
spite of inclement weather conditions.

On Long Island, the community of St.
Demetrios in Merrick attended the Bless-
ing of the Waters and cross diving event
at Wantagh Park. Despite the frigid con-
ditions, Fr. Nikiforos Fakinos threw the
cross at a marina and two boys, Christian
Dimoulas and Michael Pelegrinis braved
the cold, bone-chilling water.

St. Nicholas parish at ground zero
held a similar event in New York Harbor
at the south tip of Manhattan.

Water blessing services also took
place in Astoria, N.Y. and New Jersey.

In New Jersey, Fr. Angelo Michaels

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich.- Fr.lakovos Olechnowicz,
of the Orthodox Christian Mission Church holds
the service with a few who braved the cold.

MERRICK, Long Island — Michael Pelegrinis quick-
ly enters the water to retrieve the cross thrown
by Fr.Nikiforos Fakinos.Christian Dimoulasis the
other diver.

and parishioners of St. Demetrios Church
in Perth Amboy gathered at Raritan Bay
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